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A preliminary study of fresh water shrimps
frequency in Iran and indicating the
research neccessity.

By: M. Karami, Associate Prof. of Tehran Univ.;
(mrqm , Doctorate student of Tarbiat Modarress
Univ.

Hitherto, three species of freshwater shrimps,
namely Caridina fossarum (Heller, 1862,
Caridina babaulti (Bouvier, 1918) and
Atyaephyra desmarestii (Millet, 1831) have
been recorded from Iran. Because no
information was available on distribution of
the species, therefore a long term study was
conducted to determine their distribution in
Iran from 1992 up to now. Instead of providing
a specific identification key, a comparative
morphological study was carried out. In order
to confirm the identification of the species,
some preserved specimens were sent to prof.
L.B. Holthuis, crustacea expert at National
Museum of Natural History of the
Netherlands. The study show that the species
are distributed in the south margin of Zagrous
mountains. It seems that altitute is a limiting
factor for distribution of the species. Based
on Dr. Jalihal, et al which introduce caridina
species as a potential materials for laboratory
research on decapoda, it seems that the
species potentially might give us a good
chance to study ecology, biology,
psychology, genetic, etc. of decapoda.

Key words: Geographic distribution, Fresh
water shrimps, Zagrous mountains.
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