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The infection rate of sarcocyst in slaughtered
sheep in Esfahan by impression method

By: S.S. Shekarforoush, R. Alikhani Department of Food
Hygiene, School of Veterinary Medicine, Shiraz
University, Shiraz Iran.

Sarcocystis, as a common parasite of sheep,
has two hosts: Definite (dog, cat and other
carnivores) and intermediate (sheep and other
ruminants). In the present study, the heart, tongue,
esophagus, rectus femoris muscle and diaphragm
of 252 sheep (132 females and 120 males) were
examined. The macroscopic cysts were identified
by gross examination and microscopic ones were
identified microscopically by impression method.
As the results, gross examination declared in 4.4%
of the sheep; and microscopic cysts in 89.7% of
the sheep. There was no significant difference
between the males and females in the different
ages for macroscopic cysts (p>0.05) and for the
microscopic cysts in the different ages between
males and females (p>0.2). In the case of
macroscopic cyst, there was significant difference
of infection rate in the different ages (p<0.02).
There was significant difference in the different
ages for the microscopic cyst (p<0.01), (Increase
infection rate by increase age). The results showed
significant difference of infection rate of
macroscopic cyst among different organs
(p<0.03); The highest being with esophagus and
the lowest with tongue. There was significant
difference of infection rate of microscopic cyst
among different organs (p<0.01); (Tongue, heart,
rectus femoris muscle, diaphragm and esophagus
in decreasing order).

Keyword: Sarcocystis, Sheep, Slaughterhouse.
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