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The comparison of meristic characteristics of subspecies

Astacu leptodactylus leptodactylus in Anzali wetland and Aras dam habitats

By: Gh. Mohammadi, Member of Scientific Board of Fisheries Research Institute

Keyvan A., Vosouagi Gh., Islamic Azad University, Tehran

Matinfar A. Member of Scientific Board of Fisheries Research Institute

The present investigating was carried out to determine crayfish population in north waters of Iran by the molecular
markers method and morphmetric, meristic characteristics comparison, during 2002 — 2003 years. This species included
two subspecies namely. 4. L. leptodactylus dominated in muddy substrates of Anzali wetland as well as Aras dam and 4.
I. eichwaldi, which lives in southern coastal brackish waters of the Caspian Sea in Anzali region. This article compares
the meristic characteristics differences between Anzali wetland and Aras dam populations. According to available data
20 meristic characters were found during this study. Data analyzed used canonical discrimental function analyze. High
differences were showed with the number of first propods, and edge of their carapace spines and rostrum shape as well.

It must be emphasis that their other meristic characteristics did not show any differences.

Key words: Crayfish, Astacus leptodactylus, Meristic, Aras dam, Anzali wetland, Population
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